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The Library a Public Investment—
v+ ay for the support of a public li-
Loy is usually regarded merely as a
concession by tax-pavers to the intel-

vooboul and mworal needs of tne eom-
1upity, i more or less propel sacri-
1o+ Tor the higher life of the publie,
Foer the most zealous friends of the
ilrary, in arguing for its support for

wi nereased income, are usual'y con-
tent to rest its clalms entirely on such
considerations, assuming that they are
worth ot least the small sacriilee in-
That the library tax is amply
stilied on these grounds is evident
agh 1o all who appreciate moral
ntellortual valuesg, and it is to
hoped that the library wiit never
sl 1o make 1ie appeal Lo these higher
I lelresls,
i'at this s only one-hii? of its
critimate appeal, and even this half
i+ weikhened and compromised by tne
suppression of the othe: hall---ihe
e to press home stconzly, ciear-
Iv wnd confidently the faet that the
wiil-equipped library meoeans not a ti-
nadieal Bacrifice, not the exjypenditure
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of the people’s money for a remote
shd Nigher benefit mereiy, but a fi-
Honcial investment for the commu-
iy s sound  business wiopesitioa
frone which the people receive back,
dotlur for dollar, with Laterest, the
imeney they put into it.

Che Jibrary is much morg than a

money -making or a mosey-saving in-
vestiment for the community, but it

& such on investment just as truly
HE 1S cliv gas plant or waterworks
1M1

ot or o sewage disposal plant, the
mount of return from the investment

‘o vach cuse depending on the effi-

ey with which the plant is man-
o When the taxpayer is asked
e appropriation for a  librarvy,

s ot asked to give anything, he
ol dsked to make a sacrifice for
“ocd cause, he is asked fo put his
chevoanto an enterprise which guar-
cbives him  direct material benetits
il fromi which he cannot help re-

£ He even larger indirect returns,
Material Profits From the Library
hese gnav seem like very strong
sodenents, hut they are capable of
v and completa demonstration.
Shace here is too limited for any ade-
trestment of the subject, but
L4 following considerations may be
; Prnitted in support of the position

abhove:
l.arge business and manufactur-
rurporations maintain  libraries
hbrary experts as a necessary
condition of their continued business
abding  and  growth., Thev know
Thit they must provide for their man-

1

Lt

drers and workmen the best and
dest knowledge avallauble in their
vepiariment of industry, if they are

tiaintain the necessary degree of
Tiusiness  efficiency. The well-con-
divted ity or village library fulfils
the same economic function for all
peaple as does the private business
trary for the private corporation.

th

-. Real estate compantes or firms
e pdoiting special sections of a cluy

iI's suburbs for the sake of selling
feis and house, find that the presence
T a library adds to the selling value
©“f 4ll their property. ‘They strive
With great zeal to secure the locatio

“f 4 proposed branch library in’ the
viidst of their property, or, where

this is impossible, frequently provide, |

+L their own expense, the lot and
11t-5'|-. d building.” They are not doing
this for the higher life of the commil=

Mty but for a higher profit on their
Investment,

4. Many cases have heen rited and
|I1;I_'~
bapes have saved large sums of money
' their public works by the knowl-

“dge provided in the public library.
'here is no more certain wayv for a
' Hf. 1o

waste public money than to
Ieave its officers and citizens in ignor-
At of the attempts, successes and
failures of other communities in their
I'ablic works, 1t is the business of

be verified where cities and vil- |

have been saved, and the comrnunity
saved expense of their care, by
means of a4 good library. The same
18 equally true of many who have
Joined the c¢riminal c¢lass, and who
necessitate the enormous public ex-
pense for police, courts. and prisons.
Nothing is so expensive for the tax-
payer as ignorance, pauperism, de-
generacy, crime; nothing yields him
such large returns as the money spent
for agencies which remove the causes
of these. Admittedly all the technical
apparatus of library adminlstration is
expensgive; the Boston Public Library
expends every vear a quarter of a mil-
lfon dollars for administrative pur-
poses. But the American taxpayer
supports this more e¢ladly than any
olher burden, knowing that the pub-
lic library is the best weapon against
alecoholism and crime, against corrup-
tion and discontent, and that the Dem-
ocratie country can filourish only when
the instinct of self-perfection as it ex-
ista in every American is thoroughly
satistied.

6. To these considerations must be
added the very aobvious one that in
its use of booky the community miakes
a direct and very material saving
threcugh the library. A 1ypical cily
library of North Caroilna has just is-
sued its report for the past year,
showing receipts from taxation of $4,-
000 and a circulation of 36,000 boouks.
If the readers of these books hud ob-
tained them by individual purchiase
is & fair estimate that they would

have spent for them ut least $I5.000, Yo

Thus by a tax of $4,000 there is ef-
fected a saving to the community of
$24,000; for every dollar of tax, a sav-
ing of $6! This is exclusive of the
gaving to users of the reference de-
partment. Not even an estimatle can
be given of the amount saved there,
but because of the high price of ref-
erence books, it is probably equal at
least to that of the circulating de-
partment. Can any private investment
show such financial returns as that
rendered by the public library?
The North Carolina Public Law
follows:

Section 1. The board of aldermen
or town commissioners of anyv incor-
porated city or town, upon the peti-
tion of twenty five per cent of the
registered voters thereof, shall submit
the question of the cstablishment of a
free public library to the voters
the next municipal election. 1If a4 ma-
jority ¢f the votes cast on sald ques-
tion be in the affirmative, the board
of aldermen or town commissioners
shall establish * :e library or reading
room and levy and cause to be coilect-
ed as other general taxes are collect-
ed, a special tax of not more than 10
cents on the hundred dollars of the
ascessed value of the tuxable propeity
of such city or town and not mote
than thirty cents on the noll. The
fund co provided shall constitute the
library fund, and shall be kept sepa-
rate from the other funds of the city
or town, to be expended exclusiveiy
upon such library.

Sec. 2. For the government of Fuc:h
library, there shall be a board of six
trustees appointed by the board of al-
dermen or town commissioners,

is
as

.
ax

reference to their fitness for such of-
fice: and not more than one member
of the board of aldermen or fown
commigsioners shall .bo at any one
time a member of said board. Such

stees shall hold their office for six |
ceiTa appointment, and un- 1
and ;
their |
first appoeintment under this act two |

vears from their _
til thelr successors are appointed
qualified: Provided., that upon

i ’ inted for two
embers shall be appointec ;

?ea‘rs. two for four Years, and two for
gix vears, and at all subsequent ap-
yointmeénts u
:’“o'o vears, two members shall be ap-
pointed for giX Years.

11 be |
f:']::stees to the board of aldermen or

i > filled by |
‘n comimissioners and be 3
;‘mmintmem in like manner, and if I1n

{
|
|

: |
hosen from the citizens at large 'Mthl

|
L]
nder this act made every iI

All vacancies$|
immediately reported by the!

such building.

It may appoint s li-
rarian, assistuants, and other em-
ploves, and presceribe rules for their
conduct, and fix their compensation,

and shall &lso have power to remoye
such appoimees. 1t mav
the privileges and use of such li-
Lbrary to non-residents upon such
terms aund conditions &8 it may pre-
scribe,

sSec. 4. All property given, granted,
conveyved. donated, devised, or he-
queathed to, or otherwise acquired
by any city or town for a library
shall vest in, iund be held in the name
of such city or town, and anv con-
vevance, grant, donation, devise, be-
quest or gift made to or in the name
of any public library board sghall he
deemed to have been made directly
to such city or town.

Sec. 5. With the consent of the
board of aldermen or town commis-
sioners, expressed hy ordinance or
resolution. and within the limitations

also

of this act as to the rate of taxation, |

the library board may accept any
gift, grant, devise or bequest made
or offered by any person for library
purposes, and may carry out the con-
ditions of such donations. And the
city or town in all such cases is au-
thorized to accuire a site, levy u tax,
and pledge itseif by ordinance or
resolution to a perpeiunal compliance
with all the terms and conditions of
the gift, grant, devise or bheguest so
aceepted.

Be¢. 6. Fvery library
under this act shall be forever free
the use of the inhabitants of the
city or 1tewn, subject to such reason-
able regulations as the bhoard of trus-
tees may adopt.

Qee. 7. Gn or bhefore the thirtyv-
first dav of December of each year
the suid board of trusteeg shail muake
a report to the board of aldermen or
town commiscsioners, stating the con-
dition of their trust, the various:sums
of moeneyv received from the librare

established

fund and all other sources, and how
much moneyv has been expended. the
number of books and periodicals On
hand. the number added during the

year, the number lost or missing, the
number of registered users of such
library, with such other stutistics, in-
formation and suggestions as it may
deem of peneral interest,

Sec. 8. The board of aldermen
town commissioners of such oy or
town shall have power to pass ordi-
nances imposing suitable penualiies
for the punishment of persons com-
mitting committing injury upon such
library or the grounds or other props
crtyv thereof, or for any iniury io, or
for failure to return anuy bock, plate,
picture, engraving, map, magazine,
pamphlet or manuscript b longing 19
guch a library, _ ‘ . -

Qec. 9. If there exists in any neor-
porated city or town o secular or non-
gsectarian library ow ned and controii-
ed by a soclely corperation, 1_!=~
board of aldermen or town connniis-
cionere, when deemed hest for the in-

oaor

-y L%
e

(4

terest of the city or town. may levy
and collect the tax herein |_-rm'.:_n-ﬁ
for, and. in lien of supporting and
maintaining a public hibrary, entoer
into a cantract with such society o
corporation for the purpose of proe

vidipg the inhabitants of such city or

extend |

|l it
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| Britain, France, Itaiv, Germany, and
{the United States, Phe first «hab-
tter, “Modern Transportation,” shows
|

1in a4 general! wavy how the railway
| has come into existence and huas as-
-.'*.mnm»d 4@ tremendoush mportant
i part in modern life, The next three
| chapters discuss various vhases of
railwas fransporiation In Great rit-
ain., including development of  ihe
lines, general condrtions of traflic,
il_nass(-nxer service and rates, freighe
Pservice and  rates, and ideals  and
1m:u-hinery ¢f state cantrol, The next
rtwcx chapters deal with the most ital
faspects of railway trangsportation

i
|

i
|

town with the free use of such library !

such terms and condifions
be agreed unon hetween
of aldermen or 1own
sioners and the sociely ol
tion: Provided, alwayvs, that
ey paid o sfuch society COTPOTU-
tion unpder said contract shall Le
expended solely for the maintenance
of such library, and for no other par-
pose.

Sec.
shall

upon
may
board

the
COTIMIS-
corporda-

all mon-

“or

10. That nothing in this
be construed to abolish or

act
in

@S

France, Two chapters are devoted

Italian railwavs, and three 1o (3er-
man railway higtory and conditions,
The chapters which uare coneerned

with railway
U'nited
OCcupy

transportation n
States ares five 1 number
i hundred pageg, neariyv o
third of the entire book. The tunics
digenugsed are development of 1he
lines, speculation, State wid, ~competi

the
;an-j

fion and combination, general con-
ditions of tratfic, passenger seryvioe
and rates, freight service and rales
theorv of rates, dud ideals and 1na-
chinery of State control,

The concluding ««hapter, “Stite
Operation of Hallways ' is divided
into the following parts: “"Heasane”
“Methode,” “History,” ard “"General
Tiesulte ™ The third part of this
chapter discusses brietlv tke Liistory
of state operation of raillwass  in
t Belgium. Austria, Italy, Franece, and
| Germany. An interesting part of the
same chapter is headed “"Extensiaon
of the Parceis Iost, Not State Cipera-
tion in the ['nited States)’

The crharacterisiie of t he ol
leven 1N the passages whivh relate to
the histericesl  development of  ral-
roads. ig that the auvihor has wrnitten
not for the anticuarian or ihs his-
torian but sk tar throw e it
upen the present nahisgement  and
reenlation of  the railways The
epvirit of eriticism which rune thircazh
the haok iy g Talvty ta w it
mirht well he & mere narrat.ve of
things well envurh forgotiten The
coience which was once 1mishatned
the "“dismal sC€enoe f.;lg risen nto
Lorth honor =nd popularity Thaat L
North Carolyinng profeseor has niads
an importarnt centribation to s in
teresting a field of voanar thegissht
as railway transporiatioen & zanothers
sign that the old State s waking up
That North ‘arolini: should et s
rapidiy as possible into the current
of the warld's thought—in ecopomi =
o less than o literaturs anag phu
L’)SH"EI\ 19 4 tlii]v}.’ which 8 N o
accounts degitable,

iy -

anvwise abridge any power 6r duty

conferred upon any public library es-
tablished by virtue of zwnv ity
town charter or other special act,
Sec. 11. This act shall be in force
from and after its ratification,
Fiatifited March 4, 1411,
(
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SHAIILLWAY THANSIPITAT G A

-~ Fiistory of Jis Eoonomies andd i
the Helation to 11 of ihe State
and «f the ";::!itnfi Pased, wit
the authur's permission, upon fiad-
lev's “Ratlroad Liansportation, Its
History and lis laws, By haries
j.ee Haper, professor of Hoeonomics
and hean of the Graduonte Sohool,
IT'niversity of North caronin: N W
York: G. P PPatnam s Sons $1 .0
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